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Jacob Burckhardt was a Swiss historian of art and culture, living
and working in the 19th century. He developed a broad ap-
proach to historiography, including non-historian fields as well as
the study of daily life for his studies. He's featured on the Swiss
thousand franc banknote (equals about 100°000 Yen), and this
year would be his 200th birthday.

The point of departure and the center of the installation is Jacob
Burckhardt's original desk. This is the place where Burckhardt
wrote his books, drafted letters, prepared his lectures, and organ-
ized his thoughts. In the exhibit, the desk becomes a digital inter-
face granting access to Burckhardt’s historical analysis and his
acute critique of his own times. Thus, “Desktop” allows visitors to
learn about various aspects of Burckhardt's thought, while simul-
taneously exploring the opportunities which digital media offer
to contemporary historiography.

After the opening exhibition at the Basel Historical Museum in
May 2018 the installation was shown at the Swiss National
Museum and other places in Switzerland. Nagaoka is the first
place outside Switzerland to present this work.
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https://jacobburckhardt.ch/desktop-english

https://www.hmb.ch/museum-geschichte/jacob-burckhardt-digital.htm
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Mischa Schaub

Mischa Schaub graduated in Industrial Design at the Royal College of Art,
London

He was the founder and director of the Institute HyperWerk for Postindus-
trial Design

After his recent retirement he created the research foundation Virtual
Valley http://virtualvalley.ch and in France the "Ecole du VRisme"
http://se-non-es.eu
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http://hyperwerk.ch
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